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A TRIBUTE TO

1j6sBjORG PETRA MARIA SVEINSSDOTTIR
24 December 1922 - 10 January, 2012

e grand lady of Swdvarhordur passed in preparation for the thousands of visitors

7o 10 January, 2012 ac theageof  who come e

89, having lived a life devoted to a passion for. cleaned of | chat collects
colleeting, Her remarkable stone collection  over the winter and then each ston

2 testament 1o the vastness of the geology  back

of Easc Ieeland. Her rer

y summer. The garden is

it rightful place - am
takes weeks to accomplish.”

Suill, just looking around we can
1 avid collector rocks on pract

wich the beauty of humility and simplicity
To describe Petra as 2
is an understatement and, vis

ally every surface of Pet
ing her racher small house, the entirery of which
home, you will see why. It is thought to i lined wich shelves

be the largese private stone collection in
che world. 1

displaying this most
amazing collection - which overflows out
ced her grandson, Ivar, if intohe front and back
it had ever been cotinted “No, he says,
they are quite difficult t count. Some of
those more delicate have crumbled over
the years, making the job of counting
cach and every individual stonc almose  Livingup to her name
impossible. We do, however, give all the
stones a good elean cach y

rdens and around
the sides, going up behind the ho

abour 100 metres. There could casily be
100,000 stones here. At least!

The name Petra is from the Greek word
carin the spring  petros, meaning rock or stone. However,

114

nd and o is
s parents chose
chis name for her. Even as a small child,
Petra had a tremendous drive, as wellas an
for finding beautiful stones.

finding her first geode at the age of 7.

For the firse two decades of her
collecting work, Petra was restricted
(o scarching the north slopes of the
mountains in St6d fjordar. Prior to
1962, travel in Iceland was very di
the roads were primi

cult:
ve and there was
no bridge over the Stédvard River.
Nevertheless, she simply walked out her

fronc door and up to the mounta

her home to conduct her searches, ofter

with several of her children in tow
In che pasc 30 years, hundreds o

thousands of visitors of all nationalitie

have visited Petra's collection on

display in her home at Sunnuhlid in
Stedvarfjorur. Visitor numbers reached

a zenith in 2003 wich 20,000 people
passing through che exhibition. During
July and August, it is not uncommon
for 200 to 300 visitors to be viewing the
collection ac the same time. Itis the mos
popular tourist accraction of
I spite of all the interesc thar Pecrals
collections h rnered, she was not
completely ac case with all the atention
< work brought to her. In 1995,
the then President of Iceland, Vigdis
Finnbogadéreir, invited Petra to a special
dinner ac the presidential residence at

Bessastadir, where Petra was to be awarded

This aw
myself and itis the st
geting the not me!

pecsuasion from her far

finally decided o go and had a |

Petra once remarked, "I

feeling so frustrated ac o

to write a song or a poem about all ¢
beauty of God's creation that [ have been
blessed to see. There is just so, so much
variety, it is truly astoundir

IF the encries in the muscum's
book are anything to go by,

clear that Petra has ind
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orugglega adrar gad koma. Pessi hopur

on annarra sem hing

Blindraskola og athyglisvert ad Org,

MR W s i fjrrasumer v tmesta
Amann koma e oft okt hundrud manns \ermur fra \m\e\\(\um
QA e oagenge ® WO W i hundrud manns elrra gaty sagr ) um Vit steinana sem peim voru retir.
% Nt Pt 4 sama tma. Undanfarin e Nefur
R s VRomusmRL ferdamanta Austuriandi. Porra kann sogur af folki sem brosud hefur i grat pegar pad
gengur inn i safiid og advar f fol sem fundid hefur fyric svo
nur fyrie

ium kraf fra elnstokum steinum ad had fin
; amlegum chrgndum. Hyortad fallegur steinn byr yfir meett
T DRk Arum ko Ningad 1 rali semvoru ok 1 Lekninga @32 hvort hann inniheldur sérstaka orku verdur
rdakag) um Adand, beir hofdu lent islenska Sagyedi oy Adrel (kS eda sanmad Til ess er nalgun folks of olik. Hitt
Pegar Heir Komu i Sunndhid voru heir gegrbiavtr og . r Vst ad folk sem triie stadfastiega 4 orku steinana kemur:
Paxra basd B velkomm, gaf heim ad barda o Hurekadi A Ningad i hundrada vis 4 art hwerju.

safnsins eru fiepiodiegur o Mk \Opur o\ geghum
i Petra fengld margar aftrminniiegac helmsoknir.
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bpad fer ekki fram hjd neinum sem heimsaekir Petru ad hun
er duglegur steinasafnari. Faerri vita ad séfnunaradahugi hennar
einskordast ekkivid steinaséfnun. Petra safnar merktum penn-
um, bollum og fleiri smahlutum auk pess sem hun hefursafnad
hverskonar skeljum og kudungum i marga dratugi.

Vid vonum ad pu njotir safnsins.

Every one that visitis Petra can see that she is an avid stone
collector. It may be less apparant that she collects seashells and
conchs, branded pens, cups and other small items.

We hope you enjoy your visit.

www.steinapetra.is
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GO0 adstada til ad setjast nidur
og fa sér kaffi i gardinum!

You can enjoy a nice cup of
coffee in the garden!
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Steinasafn Petru
Fjardarbraut 21 - 755 Stoovarfirdi
Simi/Tel: +354 475 88 34
petrasveins@simnet.is

Petra mineral collection /
Steinasafn Petru Stodvarfirdi

www.steinapetra.is



jOsbjorg Petra Maria Sveinsdéttir hefur haft dhuga d fallegum
steinum alla aevi, en byrjadi ad safna peim fyrir alvéru 1946.

Steinarnir hennar eru langflestir ar Stodvarfirdi og af Austur-
landi pvi Petra hefur neer ekkert leitad steina i 6drum lands-
fioroungum.

Arid 1974 dkvad Petra ad heimili hennar myndi i framtidinni
verda opid fyrir alla sem vildu skoda steinana hennar. Gestir
Petru skipta pvi hundrudum pusunda.

Vissulega hefur hus hennar tekid d sig svipmét safns en pad er
b6 fyrst og sidast heimili.
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[jdsbjérg Petra Maria Sveinsdéttir been fascinated by stones
all her life and she became a serious collector in 1946.
Her stones and minerals are mainly from Stédvarfjordur and

Eastern Iceland because Petra has not spent much time looking
for stones in other parts of Iceland.

In 1974 Petra decided that her home would be open to everyone
wishing to look at her stones. Sinch then hundreds of thousands
of guests have visited her collection.

While her house has taken on the apperance of a museum, it is
first and foremost a home.

: | 2
Welcome to the world’s largest privately owned stone and n;i'ineral collection!




